The SIGHTS of ATHENS
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ACROPOLIS, one of the great wonders of the world,
actually consists of four ancient buildings; the Par-
thenon, Temple of Athena Nike &, the Erechtheion,
and the Propylaea. The acropolis was built during the
apex of Greeks Golden Age in the 5th century BC.
Throughout history, it has served as a military fortress
and religious center. The entrance is on the southwest
side at Dionyssiou Areopagitou street. It is a 5 minute
climb to where tickets can be purchased. The Acropo-
lis Museum is located on the Acropolis and contains
sculptures found in the Acropolis. Areopagus is the an-
cient supreme court from which St Paul addressed the
Athenians in 54 AD, and converted Senator Dionysius
who became the first bishop of Athens.

ANCIENT AGORA was the administrative center and
marketplace of Athens from the 6th century BC to the
6th century AD. This archaeological site features three
remarkable constructions: the Temple of Hephaestus,
the best preserved classical temple in Greece; the
Odeon of Agrippa the concert hall; and Stoa of Attalos,
a multipurpose building now housing the Agora Mu-
seum. Pnyx, also located in the Ancient Agora, was
the meeting place of the general assembly during the
Golden Age. A quorum of 5,000 citizens was neces-
sary to take a vote. It now serves as the location of the
Sound and Light show as well as an excellent photo
opportunity of the Acropolis.

PLAKA is the older area of the city located on the
north slope of the Acropolis. You can walk the nar-
row cobblestone streets with winding staircases and
old mansions, or take a rest in one of the numerous
tavernas. There are also a number of tourist shops as
well as a few ancient sites worth visiting. The Tower
of the Winds, located in the Plaka area, is one of the
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most well preserved monuments in Athens. It was built
in the 1st century BC and used as a water clock, sun
dial, and weather vane. Each of the eight sides of the
octagon has a relief depicting the wind that blows from
that direction.

PANATHINION STADIUM was constructed in 1896 for
the first modern Olympiad.

The NATIONAL GARDENS are open from Sunrise to
Sunset and are located adjacent to Syntagma Square.
This delightful garden is a retreat from the noise and

heat of the city.

DIONYSOS AND ODEON THEATERS, are located
just below Acropolis Hill. Dionysos once hosted plays
of Euripides, Aristophanes, Sophocles, and Aesculus
and could hold up to 17,000 spectators. The Odeon
of Herold Atticus amphitheater was built in the second
century AD. It has been reconstructed and is used
during the summer to host Athens Festival perfor-

mances.

HADRIAN’S ARCH was built by the Roman ruler in the
2nd century. The architectural remains as seen from
the outside are well preserved.

The PARLIAMENT BUILDING near Syntagma Square
has a changing of the guard every hour on the hour.
The guards friendly demeanor is as delightful as their
attire — Pom-pom-laden clogs, short pleated skirts
(foustanela), and pony-tail-tasselled hats. This is the
location of the Tomb of the Unknown Warrior.

Along the impressive street of AKADIMIAS you will
find the Athens University, National Library and Hel-
lenic Academy.
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Other sights in Athens

MONASTIRAKI SQUARE is the core of the market area and
a great place to bargain for souvenirs. The flea market is lo-
cated next to the Monastiraki metro station just off Monastiraki
square. The best time to visit is Sunday morning.

NATIONAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM at 44 Patission
St., is one of the largest and best museums of Greek arti-
facts in the world. It contains archaeological finds from all of
Greece, from prehistoric times through the Byzantine period.
Descriptions are listed in Greek, English, French, and Ger-

man.

LITTLE METROPOLIS, dating back to the 12th century, is one
of the most charming churches in Athens. Above the entrance
you will find reliefs of figurines and interesting displays of zo-
diac signs. Beautiful frescos on the outer walls are covered
with reliefs dating from the Classical to Byzantine periods.

MT. LYCABETTUS, the highest hill in Athens, offers an excel-
lent panoramic view of the city from all sides. The summit, at
912 feet, can be reached by foot, car or funicular which oper-
ates from the Kolonaki side of the hill. On the top you will find a
tiny 19th century chapel of St George as well as a restaurant.

BENAKI MUSEUM contains ancient Greek and Byzantine
art, icons, costumes and folk crafts from the islands, and rel-
ics from the War of Independence. Descriptions are in Greek
and French.

BYZANTINE MUSEUM is the only museum in Europe con-
centrating exclusively on Byzantine art. Each room is ar-
ranged to look like Greek churches of different eras and the
outer wings contain mostly icons. The outer grounds are also
worth a visit with beautiful rose gardens, a fountain, and frag-
ments of statues. Descriptions are in Greek and French.



